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Growing Up Barbie
As a child of the 1970s and 80s, there was no greater joy than spending hours immersed in the world of Barbie. These
iconic dolls were more than just toys; they were portals to a realm of creativity, imagination, and endless possibilities.
For many of us, growing up with Barbie was a formative experience, one that shaped our playtime and taught us
valuable life lessons.

In the era before digital screens dominated our lives, Barbie provided an escape into a world of glamour, adventure,
and friendship. We dressed her in the latest fashions, styled her hair in innovative ways (sometimes with mixed
results), and orchestrated grand adventures with her friends and family. Whether it was a high-profile fashion show or
an intrepid exploration of a makeshift cardboard box mansion, our imaginations soared with Barbie as the central
figure in our narratives.

An Icon is Born
The launch of the first Barbie doll by Mattel in 1959 marked a revolutionary 
moment in the history of toys. Barbie, with her fashion-forward style and 
diverse careers, became an iconic cultural figure, setting the stage for a new 
era of imaginative play and sparking conversations about gender roles and 
empowerment.

Barbie's First Friends
In the early 1960s, Barbie's first friends brought even more depth to her world of imagination. Ken Carson, the
charming and handsome boyfriend, became the iconic male companion, joining Barbie on countless adventures and
sparking imaginative play. Midge Hadley, with her friendly demeanor, quickly became Barbie's best friend, sharing in
the fun and making every story richer. Additionally, Allan Sherwood, introduced as Midge's boyfriend. Together,
Ken, Midge, and Allan exemplified the spirit of friendship, love, and companionship that has been a timeless hallmark
of Barbie's world, setting the stage for the diverse cast of characters that would follow in their footsteps.

Want to discover more Barbie history? Check out the full blog post HERE.

https://kb.newspaperarchive.com/blogs/its-a-barbie-world/
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FAMILY HISTORY SPOTLIGHT

EXPLORE THE COLLECTION

Newspapers are valuable repositories for uncovering birth information. These

historical records often contain birth announcements, capturing the joyous

moments of new arrivals into the world.

Want to learn more? We have created a course all about the different ways to find

the birth of an ancestor in newspapers. For a limited time, enroll in BORN IN

PRINT for FREE.

Coupon Code: AUGUST



TREE TASKS
Building your family tree from scratch can be a daunting task for those new to genealogy
and family history. At Storied, we've added Tree Tasks to help and encourage you with the
first generations of your family tree. The tasks represent 28 initial bits of information to
get your tree growing. 

From name, birthdate, and birthplace, to any location a person has lived, these details
help build your family tree's foundation. Best of all, it's free to build a tree at Storied. Start
building yours today!

ADVERTISEMENTS & CLASSIFIEDS
Newspaper advertisements can provide a wealth of information 
for those researching their family history. Old classified ads can 
give insight into where an ancestor lived, their occupation, 
interests, and even personal announcements like engagements or weddings.
Display ads can show which businesses an ancestor owned or worked for.
Advertisements can also reflect the cultural interests and social events of the time
period an ancestor lived in. For family historians, perusing historic newspapers ads
offers a unique window into the daily lives of their forebears. The details found in
these advertisements can add richness, personality, and context to a family
narrative.

https://storied.teachable.com/p/born-in-print-hunting-down-birth-notices-in-newspapers
https://www.storied.com/
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“The Family Treehouse” is a new podcast produced by Storied
that brings together family history enthusiasts and skilled
storytellers. With a passion for genealogy and an appreciation for
the power of storytelling, the podcast invites guests to share their
journeys of discovery, recounting the triumphs, challenges, and
hidden gems unearthed.  Watch on the Storied YouTube channel
or listen on Spotify!
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https://newspaperarchive.com/search/location/us/nc/burlington/burlington-times-news/
https://newspaperarchive.com/search/location/us/nc/wilson/wilson-times/
https://newspaperarchive.com/search/location/us/mi/traverse-city/traverse-city-record-eagle/
https://storied.com/resources/podcast/
https://newspaperarchive.com/search/location/us/nc/burlington/burlington-times-news/
https://newspaperarchive.com/search/location/us/nc/wilson/wilson-times/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7k0IJBLv_bCagGM_-3BS6Q
https://newspaperarchive.com/search/location/us/mi/traverse-city/traverse-city-record-eagle/

